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may be gained by honesty and courage, nor will they then
ever find their allies diffident, or their enemies contemp-
tuous.

By recovering and asserting this character, we may be-
come once more the arbiters of Europe, and be courted by
all the protestant powers as their protectors : we may once
more subdue the ambition of the aspiring French, and once
more deliver the house of Austria from the incessant pur-
suit of those restless enemies.

The defence of that illustrious family, sir, has always ap-
peared to me, since I studied the state of Europe, the un-
variable interest of the British nation, and our obligations
to support it on this particular occasion have already been
sufficiently explained.

Whence it proceeded, sir, that those who now so zeal-
ously espouse the Austrian interest, have been so plainly
forgetful of it on other occasions, I cannot determine.
That treaties have been made very little to the advantage
of that family, and that its enemies have been suffered to
insult it without opposition, is well known ; nor was it
long ago that it was debated in this house, whether any
money should be lent to the late emperour.

No publick or private character can be supported, no
enemy, sir, can be intimidated, nor any friend confirmed
in his adherence, but by a steady and consistent conduct,
by proposing, in all our actions, such ends as may be
openly avowed, and by pursuing them without regard to
temporary inconveniencies, or petty obstacles,

Such conduct, sir, I would gladly recommend on the
present occasion, on which I should be far from advising a
faint, an irresolute, or momentary assistance, such supplies
as declare diffidence in our own strength, or a mean incli-
nation to please contrary parties at the same time, to per-
form our engagements with the queen, and continue our
friendship with France. It is, in my opinion, proper to
espouse our ally with the spirit of a nation that expects her
decisions to be ratified, that holds the balance of the world
in her hand, and can bestow conquest and empire at her
pleasure,
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